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desire, it would be the readiest way of getting an heir to the
throne. Elizabeth herself blew now hot now cold, to the per-
plexity of everyone. She was inclined to defy ail opposition
and have her way, and yet there was a fundamental caution in
her. While in her defiant mood, the opponents of her marriage,
Cecil among them, were in eclipse, business was apt to come to
a stands till, and it looked as though all was going to the dogs.
In November it was rumoured that Elizabeth and Dudley
had been secretly married at the Earl of Pembroke's, for the
Queen's ladies, seeing them both return together from Pem-
broke's house, had momentarily jumped to this conclusion. But
Elizabeth's mood changed, and when a patent, raising Dudley
to the peerage, was ready for signature, she took a knife and cut
it in two. Then her mood changed again. In January Kate Ash-
ley's husband was in trouble for being too outspoken on the
subject, while Cecil and a friend wrote to Throckmorton beg-
ging him to restrain his blunt expressions of opinion as they
were doing more harm than good with his mistress.e What the
Queen will determine to do, God only knows/ Cecil added.

Thus the affair drifted on, with its ups and downs, and gossip
ever busy. In February, Drunken Burley of Totnes was regaling
his neighbours with the story 'that the Lord Robert did swive
the Queen'. In March, the Earl of Bedford wrote to Throck-
morton the welcome news that 'the great matters whereof the
world was wont to talk are now asleep,' and Cecil again in con-
trol of everything; but It is typical of the situation that ere he
sealed his letter the great matter was alive again and flourishing.
The peerage proposal once more cropped up, only to be re-
jected as before, Elizabeth remarking that she would not confer
the title on those who had been traitors three descents. Dudley
sulked, and her mood changed; Robin was clapped on the
cheek, with * No, no, the bear and the ragged staff is not so soon
overthrown'; he was in as great favour as ever. Some of her
courtiers, who favoured Dudley, took courage to urge his suit;
she would only 'pup with her mouth' and say that she would
not be fellow with the Duchess of Norfolk, for when they were
married folk would be coming and ask for her husband as 'My